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Student Goals:
At the end of this course, you will...
· Improve your reading skills!

· Write organized, convincing essays!

· Become an effective communicator! 
· Explore research using technology!
Required Background:
To be a successful this year, you should already be familiar with a few of the skills below from 6th grade and be ready to continue improving in these areas--
· Be able to start and finish a book on your own at home (see Reading Contract).
· Be able to communicate your ideas and POVs during class discussions.

· Be able to work effectively individually and also in group settings.
· Be able to write a well-organized essay with supporting evidence or details.
· Be able to use Microsoft Word to type up documents for class.
· Be able to navigate the Internet to find information.
· Be able to take notes while the teacher teaches.
· Be able to use an effective study method in preparing for tests.
Textbook & Supplies:



We will be using Holt Literature and Language Arts: First Course.  There will be a class set that will be used in class and you will be checking out a copy to keep at home for homework and studying.  Taking care of the textbooks will be your responsibility.   The everyday supplies that you are responsible for are listed on the Suggested Supply List.
Grading Policies:



Our grading policy is “Standards-Based Grading”. You will receive 4 grades: A “Proficiency” grade and a “Performance” grade in 2 categories, Reading and Writing. Your proficiency grade is based on how well you do on your monthly common assessments (tests). Your performance grade tells you how well you’re doing on everything else—reading logs/assignments, projects, essays, quizzes, journals, etc. Both are equally important!!


   PROFICIENCY:

              
   PERFORMANCE:

        

      (How Well I’m Doing on Tests – Rdg & Wtg))           (How Well I’m Doing in Class – Rdg & Wtg)
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*Agendas: It is your responsibility to write down ALL homework assignments/reminders at the START of the period.  This will ensure that you complete all assignments ON TIME.  Remember, no late work will be accepted.  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to check the Absent Folders for your assignments and turn them in the next day.  You will also be in charge of recording all test scores & goals inside the agenda.  Parent/Guardian: Please check agenda DAILY! 

*Outside Reading Book:  You must read for at least 30 minutes every night using a fictional book of your choice. Every-other-week log write-ups/assignments will be completed for credit.  Parent/Guardian: Please make sure that your student is reading DAILY and make sure to sign his/her reading time log every Thursday night in order for him/her to get credit.
*Common Assessments: You will have 1 common assessment approx. every month after each unit to examine how well you understood the standards for that month.  These tests also prepare you for the CSTs in May.  After each test, you will fill out a Reflection Sheet in order to identify your strengths and areas for improvement. Along with these tests, you’ll have MANY other opportunities to show what you know through small quizzes, projects, everyday assignments & homework, and essays. As an honors student, your goal is to be proficient and advanced in both grades!  

*Citizenship Grade: This grade will reflect your positive attitude, ability to work well with others, punctuality, level of participation (includes active listening), effort, and ability to conduct yourself according to the classroom procedures.  Your participation and support of the Class Challenge will be reflected in this grade, too.
*Progress Reports: A trend of missing assignments or low quiz/test scores will result in class progress reports.  This report will be sent home in addition to the official school progress reports that you will receive every 6 weeks.  Additionally, missing homework assignments will also result in Homework Club after school in my classroom under my supervision.  This policy ensures that you will receive the necessary skills practice and also be able to keep up with the rest of the class. Parent/Guardian: If your student is issued Homework Club, please make sure that he/she attends.  You will be notified via a letter sent home requiring a signature and/or a phone call.
*Rewards/Recognition: Your perseverance and hard work will not go unnoticed!  I value improvement and dedication just as much, if not more, than I value excellence.  You will have many opportunities to receive raffle tickets for the semester raffle, earn points for the Class Challenge (class party awarded to the winning class at the end of each semester), get Spirit Cards and prizes, & much more! 
Dear Parents/Guardians (Para los padres y los guardianas):
Please let me know if there is anything else that I can do to ensure your student’s success in my class. I am available for extra help/tutoring by appointment (after school). Also, please make sure you fill out the email address form to receive weekly updates about what your student is learning in language arts!
Por favor dejenme saber si hay algo en lo que les pueda ayudar para asegurar que sus estudiantes tengan exito.  Estoy disponible para dar a su hijo la ayuda adicional por medio de una cita previa (después de la escuela).

Contact Information:


Ms. Nguyen – Lang. Arts Teacher, Yearbook & Journalism Adviser, and GATE Coordinator


Rm. 110  



Contact Number: 714-558-5100 ext. 76540  



Email address: an.nguyen1@sausd.us
*I am available for in person or phone conferences by appointment after school.

*Conferencias de Padres por teléfono o en persona (con cita).
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